
Much that we do here at PoDS is very different compared to other schools. Perhaps the most
pronounced difference is our approach to conferences. Most secondary schools set up all the
teachers in a gymnasium, where you, as parents, visit brie�y with teachers to get an overview of
their progress. Students are strangely absent.

The students lead the parent-teacher conferences here at PoDS. They share their work, discuss
their academic progress, re�ect on their character growth, and set goals for the next quarter. Each
student will have a scheduled time with their Crew teacher, who will answer any questions you
have and shepherd the student through the conference.

Our spring conferences are scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, Wednesday, March 6, and Thursday,
March 7. Your student will have a scheduled 20-minute conference with their Crew teacher. We will
be sending sign up links soon.

Dan Lathrop
Principal

Point of Discovery School

715.345.5566
dlathrop@pointschools.net

After a great start to the school year, the number of tardies has increased dramatically over the
past month or so. We'll be cracking down on tardies again over the coming weeks: three tardies =
a lunch detention.

Also, if you drive your child to school, please be sure to get your student here for the start of the
school day at 7:40 am. We have some students who get dropped off rather late each day. Thanks
for your help in this matter!
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Please don't hesitate to reach out with any questions.

Dan Lathrop
Principal

Point of Discovery School

715.345.5566

dlathrop@pointschools.net

College and Career Fair

Learn about all of your options after high school, and start planning.
Talk to Colleges, Universities, Midstate Technical College, Military,
Adult Apprenticeship opportunities and area businesses that you
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can start a career with. Learn more and enter to win prizes. Students in grades 7-12 and parents are
welcome to attend.
Wednesday, March 13 from 2:30pm - 6:00pm in the SPASH Fieldhouse.

Amanda, a dedicated professional from Rawhide Youth Services, is on-site in our building every
week. If you're seeking mental health support for your child, feel free to reach out to her directly at
1-877-300-9101 to initiate the process and get started.









Stevens Point Area Schools - Preparing for Our Future!

As proud members of the Stevens Point Area Public School District, we've provided excellent
education for our students and families. Our community's strength lies in our educational
opportunities and dedicated staff.

However, we face �nancial challenges that require collective action. On April 2, 2024, you will have
the chance to make a signi�cant impact. Residents will vote on an operational referendum to
secure the future of our educational system.

Our Needs:
Outdated Funding Formula: Our revenue limit ranks low among Wisconsin districts, hindering
our ability to provide the best for our students.
Lack of State Funding: State funding has not kept pace with rising costs and in�ation,
affecting our programs and services.
Increasing Needs: Special education and mental health expenses, mandated by the state and
federal government, exceed our funding.
Rising Costs: Costs beyond our control, such as transportation and heating, continue to rise.

Proposed Solution:
On April 2, 2024, an approved operational referendum, would allow us to exceed our revenue limit:

2024-25: Increase by $8.75 million.
2025-26: An additional $5.25 million ($14 million total).
2026-27 and beyond: Sustain $14 million per year.

With this referendum, we can:



Retain high-quality staff.
Offer diverse academic programs.
Provide vital behavior and mental health support.
Re-establish a healthy fund balance.
Fund a 10-year facility maintenance plan.
Maintain 21st-century technology and infrastructure.

Property Tax Investment:
If approved, the estimated property tax impact is $0.13 per $1,000 of assessed property value in the
�rst year. For a $100,000 home, this amounts to approximately $44 annually.

In the second year, the impact would be an additional $0.13 per $1,000, or $47 per year for the same
$100,000 home.

Mark your calendars for April 2, and stay informed by attending our community forums on February
7 or March 13 at 6:00 pm at the SPASH Auditorium.

4K Enrollment

4K Enrollment Opens February 19 for the 2024-25 School Year
Video: https://youtu.be/JMbnS1LdXwg
Website: www.PointSchools.net/4K

17 Convenient Locations:
Our community-based 4K program operates in 17 locations across the district, offering diverse
opportunities for your child.

Proven Excellence:
With over 500 students each year, our program has been nurturing young minds since 2007,
ensuring they are ready for academic success.

Uni�ed Curriculum:
Our curriculum follows Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards, focusing on health, social,
emotional, language, and cognitive development.

Playful Learning:
We encourage student-initiated, play-based exploration to make learning enjoyable and engaging.

Equal Access:
Our mission is to provide equal access to high-quality early childhood education for all children.

Diverse Facilities:
Choose from childcare facilities and parochial locations with morning and afternoon options.

Eligibility:
If your child turns four by September 1st, they're eligible. Register them easily online via Skyward
F il A

https://youtu.be/JMbnS1LdXwg
http://www.pointschools.net/4K


Don't miss out! Enroll now for an excellent start to your child's educational journey. Learn more at
www.PointSchools.net/4K or contact us at info@pointschools.net

February 16 - E-Learning for Students - Professional Development Day
March 5 - 7 - Student Led Conferences
March 18 - 22 - No School - Spring Break
March 25 - Summer School 2024 Registration Opens
March 27 - ACT Testing for Juniors
March 29 - No School - Traditional Good Friday
April 2 - End of Third Quarter
April 12 - E-Learning for Students - Professional Development Day
May 10 - E-Learning for Students - Professional Development Day
May 16 - Last Day of MSTC Classes
May 17 - Summer School Registration Ends
May 20 - 23 - 11th Grade Backpacking Trip
May 23 - 12th Grade Passage Presentations 1:00 pm - **Time change - this will be held during the
day due to CFC Graduation in our building this evening.
May 24 - PoDS Graduation 4:00 pm
May 27 - June 5 - 12th Grade Trip to Japan
May 30 - 7th - 11th Grade Celebration of Learning 6:00 pm
June 4 - Last Day of School
June 6 - 7 - Incelment Weather Makeup Days (if needed)

Parking Permits

Does your child drive a car to school? If so, they need a Parking Permit. If they go to SPASH for any
classes and have purchased a SPASH Parking Permit, we will accept those permits at PoDS as
well so they do not need to purchase two of them. SPASH will not accept PoDS permits, so make
sure that the SPASH permit is purchased if your child will be parking in their student lot. The cost
of the permits is $50/year or $25 for a semester if your child starts driving halfway through the
school year.

PoDS Parking Permit Form

SPASH Parking Permit Form
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qaEUv6M3bMbAdHoFz1lkbrRaz9wr4gcc/view?usp=sharing


February Breakfast Menu

February Lunch Menu

PoDS Calendar

Point of Discovery School
Email: lwoyak@pointschools.net
Website: https://www.pointschools.net/PointOfDiscovery
Location: 1900 West Zinda Drive, Stevens Point, WI, USA
Phone: 715 345 5566

Lisa Woyak
Lisa is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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